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Abstract
In this paper, I present Two Leaves and a Budas a novel on social exploitation, full of
and bitterness. It describes the hazardous life of Gangu, an indentured labourer, in an Assam Tea
Garden owned by a British man. The theme is bitterness, violence and exploitation which makes
our blood boil about the injustice done to the poor coolies. Anand’s writing is full of disgust and
hate. The angry young man in Anand is more evident than the artist. The gift of Mulk Raj
Anand’s imagination and his gentle and humane sympathy for his subject adds a new dimension
in sensitivity to contemporary literature.
Humanity Picturized in Indian English Literature
Mulk Raj Anand is a pioneer in the field of Indo English fiction. He has
succeeded in carving for himself a special niche and so he reverentially called one of ‘The Big
Three’. All his novels and short stories bear him out as a champion of the underdog and his
writings reveal his deep understanding of socio economic problems. No wonder, of all the Indian
novelists in English, Anand is,undoubtedly a writer with a strong commitment to expose the
social evils of inequality and exploitation. He takes the cudgels against the cruel forces and
unsocial elements which exploit the lives of the poor. Tenderness is the essence of Anand’s
humanism. He is a humanist.
Special Introduction to the Novel Anand’s first five novels are ‘The Untouchable’(1935),
‘Coolie’(1936), ‘Two Leaves and A Bud’ (1937)‘The Village’ (1939)and ‘Across the Black
Waters’(1940). The nineteen-thirties were the seed time of modern independent India. The
Gandhian Satyagraha movement, the Organization of Marxist parties, the agonies of World War
II in 1939, with the rise of Nazism, all had a definite impact on Mulk Raj Anand’s mind. The
novelist’s concern for the oppressed coolies of the Assam Tea Estates which were managed by
the British is reflected in this novel. It describes the hazardous life or Gangu, an indentured
labourer in an Assam Tea Garden owned by a British man. It was like dynamite as soon as it was
published, as it revealed the truth about how a British master exploits the native bonded
labourers. It is titled very beautifully and romantically, ‘Two Leaves and A Bud’from the song of
coolies picking tea leaves:
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“I will make a good sheaf
Plucking, plucking, plucking
Two leaves and a bud
Two leaves and a bud”(p.1)
The refrain given above suggests the monotonous routine of the work and paradoxically
enough, relieves the workers temporality of its drabness. Apart from this romantic title and the
beautiful Assam hills against the backdrop of which the whole novel is woven, there is no more
romance, love or beauty in the novel. The theme includes bitterness; violence and exploitation
which make our blood boil about the injustices done to the poor coolies. Anand’s writing is full
of disgust and hate. The angry young man in Anand is more evident than the artist. Anand
describes this tale of plantation life, and their life in the thirties just as Charles Dickens has said
some un savoury truths about the life of the poor in the Victorian period. Mulk Raj Anand also
discusses the plight of women in Two Leaves and A Bud. Coolie women have to leave their
suckling babies in the grass, dust and road and cannot even offer their breasts to their babies
during working time. Those who are beautiful and young are either hoodwinked or forcibly taken
away as was done to Neogi’s wife. They are rewarded trinkets like ear or nose rings and their
husbands given land. Those who resent are wounded, beaten and fired enmasse at gun-point.
Reggie Hunt brutally enjoys Neogi’s wife and wounds her. He ruins the family of Chameli and
takes her along with him to his house. When he gets fed up with her, she is thrown out.He openly
lives with three coolie women; Narain, a coolie rightly comments that nobody’s mother or sister
is safe in the tea plantation. Death is considered as the attainment of release amidst the misery of
workers.
Another incarnation of evil is Bania, the traditional Indian figure of concentrated wealth
from whose clutches it is impossible to come out. The pigeon caught by Buddhu, Gangu’s son is
the symbol of the poor coolie. He cannot adjust himself in the cage and at the same time he
cannot escape from the bondage. Even the daughter of Croft-Cooke, Barbara, is aware of the dust
of the struggling underworld, its mire, its dirt and its squalor. But she cannot raise her voice
against the atrocities. She represents the section of people who are aware of the exploitation and
feel for the exploited. Dr. La Harve is humiliated showing sympathy with and advocating the
cause of coolies. He is dismissed from service and his beloved Barbara, the daughter of CroftCooke becomes cold towards him. His romance with Barbara comes abruptly to an end and he
leaves the scene for good. The white doctor becomes the mouthpiece of the writer, whose pity is
directed at the illiteracy and the ignorance, superstition and stupidity of the peasants or the rural
folk. In Harve’s view, the condition of the coolies all over the world is identical. It makes no
difference whether their employers are foreigners or natives. It is the system that should be
changed. The novel ends on a pessimistic note, leaving the readers with a heavy heart, full of
helpless anger, against the white man’s authority and the native man’s greed. The
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characterization is angular and sharp-Reggie and Dr. La Harve are two extremes. There are
unforgettable scenes. One of them is Leila’s lone struggle with the python that circled her in its
deadly clasp. Thus, the intellectual framework of the novel, triumphs over human interest.
Relevance of the Title. The title of the novel is loaded with significance. For Two Leaves and A
Budput together is three. Life in this novelist seen from the third angle. The triumvirate of the
king, the priest and the man of wealth monopolize the stranglehold over human race. The king’s
authority is sanctified by the priest. He, in turn, holds his sway over the ethereal soul of the
masses. The man of wealth spreads his tentacles over the material life of the people. The three
connive, co-operate and complement one another in turn.
Mulk Raj Anand considered literature and art as the instruments of humanism. His
purpose of spreading humanism is fulfilled in his novels like Two Leaves and A Bud. He has
presented social evils in myriad manifestations and has unveiled many different layers of human
experience in this novel. The story contrasts the silent tragedy in the lives of the poor coolies
with tawdry self-complacency of the British tea plantation owners, as well as the greedy grasping
of the Indian merchants and money lenders. Thus, Anand is a committed writer, concerned with
social evils. His novel Two Leaves and a Budis a powerful novel in theme and exposition. Mulk
Raj Anand has been accused of caricaturing the white Sahibs by some of the new brown Sahibs.
The new generations or readers will never know that the Assam white planters were often
monstrous in their behavior and along with the Indian merchants and Banias,the money lending
demons; they exuded terror which had to be experienced to be believed. At any rate, the people
in the gardens call them Rakshas. Humanitarian compassion might have distorted action and
character. The one saving grace of the novel is the imaginative description of the plantation
scene. Two Leaves and A Budis no bloodcurdling melodrama or a spasmodic declaration of
revenge, but one of the most sensitive novels about the age of slavery through bonded labour in
India. It may be said to be essentially a dramatic novel and certainly it culminates in a tragic
clash of interests and destinies.
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